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soon as that strength gives way, the loser will no h?nger
have any moral obligation to observe the treaty and will
therefore revolt. But under these conditions wars could
only end with the extermination of one of the two adver-
saries; peace treaties would not be worth the paper they
were written on; and the peace which human beings de-
sire, a peace in which the adversaries are reconciled by a
permanent settlement of their quarrel, a true peace which
ends war for all time, would be impossible. Such a peace
indeed becomes possible only by a contradiction. This
consists of mitigating an action which implies coercion
with a certain amount of liberty and offsetting the sacri-
fices exacted with certain advantages. Thus the treaty be-
comes a moral obligation and the loser will gain more by
respecting it than by breaking it But this contradiction
presents tremendous difficulties. For these to be over-
come, a great deal of courage is needed, for the victor
must not be afraid that moderation will weaken him in
the opinion of. the loser and will encourage the latter to
revolt.
Fortunately for the world, Paris in April, 1814, was
carried away by a joyful excitement that inspired every-
one with courage. In spite of their prejudices and jealousy
of Alexander's great popularity, Castlereagh, Metternich,
Hardenberg, and Francis succumbed to the atmosphere.
Swept by one of those irresistible Hans to which it occa-
sionally gives itself up and which no other city is capable
of emulating, Paris saved France and Europe during the
months of April and May by showing to the great powers
within its walls a glorious vision of the peace to be estab-
lished. On April 16, the comte d'Artois officially set up his
government, in the form of a grand Council of State,,
composed of the five members of the provisional govern-
ment, marshals Moncey and Oudinot, and General
Dessoles. Peace negotiations were begun immediately
afterward. But, until Louis XVIII had come back and
until the Constitution had been granted, the Council of